
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
29 January 2023 
Reading 1 Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
Reading 2 1 Cor 1:26-31 
Gospel Mt 5:1-12a 
Brothers and Sisters, 
A frequent comment that I hear is that I don’t get much out of the readings or the homily. This 
leads me to wonder how much time we are really spending with the Scripture readings at 
home. 
Reading is not a natural skill like our reflexes, facial expressions, being able to count, learning 
language or even being able to imagine. Reading and writing are both learned skills that we 
must be exposed to and then work at developing them. 
The ability to read means I can read a sign that says the bridge is out ahead rather than 
depending on my reflexes to stop at the last moment. The ability to read the notice about 
someone’s passing prepares me for the facial expressions and emotions their loved ones 
express when I see them. 
My ability to read helps me to verify the count of the number of items that are supposed to be 
there. My ability to read helps me to learn about things that I have not seen nor heard about. 
Finally, learning to read helps me imagine being in a different place or time or possibly to see 
something from a different point of view. 
If we imagine Scripture as a love letter for God to each of us, then we need to realize that love 
letter represents hard work and a piece of God. Holy Scripture is a gift from God, regardless of 
whether we hear or read it. 
As one writer put it: “Sending a letter is a good way to go somewhere without moving anything 
but your heart.” God is love and he is sending his love to you. 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is asking us to move beyond the secular world and its values. 
The world operates by a very clear pattern. It’s the exact opposite of God’s order. The world 
emphasizes power, pleasure, prestige, revenge and looking out only for yourself. 
Jesus says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 
Jesus was so poor that during life he will have nowhere to lay His head; a day will come when 
Jesus dies without anything of economic worth. In His last hour, they will even strip Him of His 
meager garments and even give Him a stranger's grave for His burial, just as He had a 
stranger's stable for His birth. 
Jesus says, “Blessed are the patient.” 
Jesus came into the world which proclaims the gospel of the strong, which advocates hating our 
enemies, which condemns Christian virtues as being soft. 
He will one day feel the scourges of the strong barbarians laid across His back; He will be struck 
on the cheek by a mocking fist during one of His trials; He will see men take a sickle and cut the 
grass from a hill on Calvary, and then use a hammer to nail Him to a Cross to test the patience 
of One Who endures the worst that evil has to offer, that having exhausted itself it might 
eventually turn to Love. 
Jesus says, “Blessed are those that mourn.” 
Jesus comes into our world which ridicules the idea of sin as a problem and considers 
reparation for past guilt as a guilt complex. 
Jesus will be blindfolded and mocked as a fool. They will take His Body and scourge it, until His 
bones can be numbered; they will crown His head with thorns, until He begins to weep not salt 
tears but beads of blood, as they laugh at the weakness of Him Who will not come down from 
the Cross. 
Jesus says, “Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for holiness.” 
Jesus comes into the world which denies Absolute Truth, a world which says that right and 
wrong are only questions of point of view, that we must be broad-minded about virtue and 
vice. 



After giving us the Absolute, after giving us the Truth that he, Jesus, is "I am"; they will in their 
broad-mindedness give the mob the choice of Him or Barabbas; they will crucify Him with 
thieves and try to make the world believe that God is no different from a batch of robbers who 
are His bedfellows in death. 
Jesus says, “Blessed are the merciful.” 
Jesus comes into a world which says that "my neighbor is hell," that all which is opposite me is 
nothing, that the ego alone matters, that my will is supreme law, that what I decide is good, that 
I must forget others and think only of myself. 
Jesus will find that He will receive no mercy; they will open five streams of blood out of His 
Body; they will pour vinegar and gall into His thirsting mouth; and, even after His death, be so 
merciless as to plunge a spear into His Sacred Heart. 
Jesus says, “Blessed are the pure.” 
Jesus comes into a world which tries to interpret man in terms of sex; which regards purity as 
coldness, chastity as frustrated sex, self-containment as an abnormality, and the union of 
husband and wife until death as boredom; which says that a marriage endures only so long as 
that “loving feeling” endures, that one may unbind what God binds and unseal what God seals. 
Jesus will find Himself hanging naked on a Cross, made a spectacle to men and angels in a last 
wild crazy affirmation by the world that purity is abnormal, that the virgins are neurotics, and 
that uncontrolled sexual pleasure is right. 
Jesus says, “Blessed are the peacemakers.” 
Jesus comes into a world which believes that one must resort to every manner of trickery and 
deceitfulness to conquer the world, wolves in sheep’s clothing. 
Jesus will find Himself surrounded by men engaged in the silliest of all wars- a war against the 
Son of God; making violence with steel and wood, nails and gall and then setting a watch over 
His grave that He who lost the battle might not win the day. 
Jesus says, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for holiness’s sake.” 
Jesus comes into a world that believes that our whole life should be geared to flattering and 
influencing people for the sake of using them and to gain popularity. 
Jesus will find Himself without a friend in the world, an outcast on a hill, with mobs shouting 
His death, and His flesh hanging from Him like purple rags. 
The Beatitudes cannot be taken alone: they are not ideals; they are hard facts and realities 
inseparable from the Cross of Calvary. 
What He taught was self-crucifixion: 
To love those who hate us. 
To pluck out eyes and cut off arms to prevent sinning. 
To be clean on the inside when the passions clamor for satisfaction on the outside. 
To forgive those who would put us to death, whether it is physical, emotional, intellectual or 
spiritual. 
To overcome evil with good; to bless those who curse us. 
To stop mouthing freedom until we have justice, truth and love of God in our hearts as the 
condition of freedom. 
To live in the world and keep oneself unpolluted from it. 
To deny ourselves sometimes legitimate pleasures to better crucify our worldly inspired 
desires for power, pleasure, prestige, revenge and looking out only for yourself. 
God is love and Jesus is a living love letter from God to each of us. 
As we approach the Altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, let us ask for the desire to spend more time reading Holy Scripture and 
contemplating what God is saying to us about our journey through this world and where true 
Joy is found. 
Amen! 
 


